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  WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has awarded $342,420 to the Holyoke Housing Authority to help public housing residents become economically self-sufficient and give the elderly and people with disabilities supportive services to allow independent living. 

  "I am pleased that HUD has recognized the hard work and dedication of the Holyoke Housing Authority to help the elderly and people with disabilities enjoy independent living," Olver said. "This agency strengthens our community by assisting residents to develop the skills and means to control their own lives." 

  The Holyoke Housing Authority will receive financial assistance in the form of two grants. A $300,000 grant will provide services to help the elderly and persons with disabilities with daily activities, such as transportation to medical appointments and shopping, while establishing health and wellness programs in the community. The second grant for $42,420 will allow the Holyoke Housing Authority to hire a program coordinator who works with residents to find job training opportunities, job placement organizations and local employers. Participating residents will establish the goal of becoming independent of welfare assistance within four years. 

  The grants are being distributed through HUD’s Resident Opportunities and Self Sufficiency (ROSS) program. ROSS links public housing residents with supportive services, resident empowerment activities and assistance in becoming economically self-sufficient. 

  HUD distributed 156 grants worth $10.7 million to public housing organizations and resident organizations around the country. The Holyoke Housing Authority was one of only three organizations in Massachusetts to receive grants. 

             ###

For more information, contact Ray Murphy, Executive Director of Holyoke Housing Authority,                at 413-499-4241.
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